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Governor proclaims May 20 – 26 Nevada Wildland Fire Awareness Week

Many activities planned in northern Nevada


CARSON CITY – Nevada Governor Kenny Guinn has proclaimed May 20 – 26 Nevada Wildland Fire Awareness Week, encouraging all residents to learn more about what they can do to better protect their homes and families from the threat of wildfire.


Many local, state, and federal agencies concerned about the wildfire threat have come together to plan the week’s activities in an effort to help raise awareness about the wildfire threat in Nevada. “We all know that in Nevada, it’s not a matter of if, but a matter of when wildfire will threaten our communities,” says Ed Smith, natural resources specialist with University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, who is helping to spearhead the effort. “As Nevadans, we all need to work together and be proactive to reduce the threat of wildfire to our homes and neighborhoods.”


Some of the activities planned in northern Nevada include:

May 20 – Master Gardener Plant Faire featuring information and plants for high fire hazard environments, 7:30 – 11 a.m., at University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, 5305 Mill St., Reno.

Contact: Wendy Hanson, University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, (775) 784-4848.

May 20 – Roundhill Wildfire Awareness Block Party, 10 a.m., 5 Ute Court Way, Roundhill.

Contact: John Pickett, Nevada Fire Safe Council, (775) 220-7675.

May 20 & 21 – Fire Safe Work Weekend, 9 a.m., at Timberline and Lakeview communities in Carson City with curbside pickup provided by Carson City Fire Department.

Contact: JoAnne Skelly, University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, (775) 887-2252. 

May 21 – Premiere of “Living With Fire...Before, During, and After the Fire,” introduced by Governor Guinn, 9:30 a.m., on KOLO News Channel 8, broadcast to all northern Nevada stations.

Contact: Sonya Sistare, University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, (775) 784-4848.

May 22 – Statewide Kickoff for Nevada Wildland Fire Awareness Week, & Defensible Home Contest Winner Announced, 11 a.m., at University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, 2621 Northgate Lane, Suite 12, Carson City.

Contact: JoAnne Skelly, University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, (775) 887-2252.

[MORE]

May 22 - 25 – Junk the Junipers!, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., May 22; 3 – 7 p.m., May 23 & 24; noon – 4 p.m., May 25; at University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, 2621 Northgate Lane, Suite 15, Carson City.

Contact: JoAnne Skelly, University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, (775) 887-2252.

May 22 – Firescaping Tour in North Carson, 6 p.m., at 1390 Jefferson, Carson City.

Contact: JoAnne Skelly, University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, (775) 887-2252.

May 23 & 24 – Nevada Fire Safe Council Annual Membership Meeting, noon – 9 p.m., May 23; 8 a.m. – 3 p.m., May 24, at Airport Plaza Hotel, 1981 Terminal Way, Reno.

Contact: Candace Lowery, Nevada Fire Safe Council, (775) 721-4125.

May 25 – Nevada Wildland Fire Research and Outreach Conference, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., at Desert Research Institute, 2215 Raggio Parkway, Reno.

Contact: Crystal Kolden, Desert Research Institute, (775) 673-7300; or Ed Smith, University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, (775) 782-9960.

May 25 – Skyland Fire Safe Council Chapter Pine Needle Bagging and Cone Collection Day, 9 a.m., at Heavenly Resort’s Boulder parking lot, corner of Wildwood and Saddle, South Lake Taho.e

Contact: Ann Grant, Skyland Fire Safe Council Chapter, (775) 588-0641.

May 25 – Prescribed Fire Plot Tour, 11 a.m., at Toni Court, Incline Village.

Contact: Tia Rancourt, North Lake Tahoe Fire Protection District, (775) 831-0351, ext. 8108.


Smith says that there are many things homeowners can do to make their homes safer from the threat of wildfire. They can create a defensible space in the area immediately surrounding their homes, clear away dead and dry vegetation, replace wood-shake roofs with fire-resistant roofs, and much more. There are videos, DVDs, handouts and other materials available to homeowners and groups wanting more information. Go to www.livingwithfire.info or call University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, (775) 784-4848, for more information 
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When:  May 20 – 26  
Where:  Nevada
Who:  Nevada Fire Safe Council 775-884-4455
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