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Receives Grant to Improve Wildfire Prevention

The Ryndon, Osino, White Rock and Elburz (R.O.W.E.) Fire Safe Chapter recently received a $90,000 grant from the Nevada Fire Safe Council to improve wildfire prevention, improve planning and increase community participation in continued support of wildfire hazard reduction.

“With all of the fire activity this summer this grant goes a long way for these communities to further protect themselves from the threat of wildland fire,” said Mike McCarty, Northeast Nevada Project Coordinator for the Nevada Fire Safe Council.  “Our long-term goal is to get residents involved in the maintenance and prevention of the threat of wildland fire to these communities.”

In the past year the Nevada Fire Safe Council, using federal funding through the National Fire Plan, contracted Resource Concepts Inc. to complete a Community Wildfire Risk/Hazard Assessment Plan for the Sate of Nevada and found the R.O.W.E. area to be a “high risk fire hazard”.

The initial fire-safe project planning for R.O.W.E. includes the placement of water storage tanks (dry hydrants) in strategic areas, community fire-safe public awareness (30 foot defensible space), coordinate fuels reduction with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and Nevada Division of Forestry (NDF) along community boundaries and primary roads within the communities and reseeding fuel breaks while killing off fast burning cheat grass.

“The dry hydrant is intended as a water source of up to 10,000 gallons for fire engines and tenders to draw from, a closer supply of water to use in fire incidents in the area, either wildland fire or structure protection,” McCarty said.  “They will be set up with fittings that can be adapted by all agencies, such as the City of Elko, federal firefighters, volunteer agencies and NDF.
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“The Ryndon Volunteer Fire Department is the closest fire protection in these communities and these tanks can greatly improve their capabilities.”

In the past year the entire R.O.W.E. area has been threatened by wildfire, the Mudd Fire threatened White Rock this year, the Elburz Fire threatened Elburz this year, and last year the Chance and Sherman fires threatened Ryndon and Osino.

Residents of the R.O.W.E. area interested in getting involved in the R.O.W.E. Fire Safe Chapter are encouraged to contact Chapter Chair Tom Meyer at 738-6970 or McCarty at 934-7497.  Rowe is a new chapter of the Nevada Fire Safe Council and has 35 members with room for many more. 

The Nevada Fire Safe Council is a non-profit organization formed by a coalition of concerned citizens who share a common interest in reducing the loss of lives, property and natural resources to wildfire.  

If you are interested in forming a Nevada Fire Safe Chapter in your community please contact Mike McCarty or visit our web site at www.nvfsc.org. 
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